THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name 
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto the prophets. . . . Woe unto you, when all men 
‘shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.”— 
LUKE 6: 22, 23, 26. 
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AN ENSIGN FOR THE NATIONS. 


SKETCH OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OT MORMONISM. 


BY BISHUP ORSON F. WHITNEY. 


(See ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains.—Isaiah 18: 3) 

SEVEN hundred years before the birth of the Savior, the Prophet Isaiah, 
gazing down the vista of many centuries, foresaw and proclaimed the 
coming forth of “a marvelous work and a wonder,” before which the 
wisdom of the wise should perish and the understanding of the prudent 
should be hid. The same prophet predicted the setting up of “an ensign 
for the nations,” the assembling of the cutcasts of Israel, and the gather- 
ing together of the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
Other prophets foretold the same events. The Scriptures, both of the 
Old and New Testaments are replete with references to the great theme 
of the gathering of Israel in the last days, when the children of Abra- 
ham, ransomed and redeemed, recalled from their long dispersion among 
the Gentile and heathen nations, should “fly upon the shoulders of the 
Philistines toward the West;” there to build up Zion, “the Mountain of 
the Lord’s House;” the City of Holiness, unto which all nations should 
flow, like rivers to their ocean, for purification and enlightenment that 
through the power and glory of God that should rest upon her, making 
her—Zion— the joy of the whole earth,” the world might be cleansed 
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from sin and mankind prepared for the Millennial reign of peace and 
righteousness. 

It were well for the student of Mormonism, so-called, to approach the 
study of the subject with these facts in mind; with these and other pre- 
dictions of the ancient seers as a mete-wand with which to measure the 
motives, the aims, the aspirations and achievements of the strange and 
wondrous work founded by Joseph Smith and his followers in direct 
fulfillment, as they declare, of these solemn sayings of the inspired oracles 
of God. If he do not, he shall not understand it. It will baffle him at 
every turn. However wise he may be, his wisdom shall perish; however 
prudent, his understanding shall be hid, in the presence of a problem not 
to be disposed of by pelting it with nicknames and opprobrious epithets ; 
a problem mighty and profound, worthy the serious thought the prayerful 
consideration of the best and brightest minds of the age. 

This article is not intended as an argument for Mormonism. It merely 
aims to set forth, for the information of the general reader, the main facts 
of the rise and progress of the strange faith—strange indeed to the gener- 
ation that gave it birth—which, beginning less than eighty years ago 
with an unlettered farm-boy as its only advocate, now numbers among its 
devotees three hundred thousand souls; which, springing into existence 
in the backwoods of western New York, has planted itself, where its 
youthful Prophet said it would, in the tops of the Rocky Mountains; its 
votaries, the children of Ephraim, the first-born of God, first fruits of the 
gathering, pursuing thus far, as refugees, the track of the setting sun, 
flying upon the “shoulders of the Philistines toward the West;” then 
turning, as their spiritual conquerors, to “spoil them of the East together.” 
For Mormonism aims not only to build up Zion, a New Jerusalem, upon 
the American continent; its purpose is also to convert the Jews, to re- 
store the Ten Tribes, and re-build Jerusalem upon the Asiatic continent. 
This is the divine program, laid down by the Latter-day Prophet, to the 
end that “the law” might “go forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem ;” that the Kingdom of God, for which Jesus prayed, might 
literally come, and His will be done on earth even as it is done in heaven. 

Mormonism is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, restored in primitive purity 
after ages of apostasy; it is also the restored religion of Adam, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses and other Patriarchs and Prophets; the one true 
Gospel—for there is but one—-everlasting and unchangeable, the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever; formulated in the heavens before the earth 
was created, revealed from God to man in different dispensations, and 
finally restored, for the last time, in this the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, the hour of God’s judgment, as foreseen by John in the Apocalypse. 
(Rev. 14: 6,7) 

THE BOY PROPHET. 

Joseph Smith, whose boyish brain—could it have been uninspired of 
God?—conceived this gigantic project, this superhuman undertaking, was 
a native of Vermont, born at the little town of Sharon, Windsor County, 
in that State, on the 23rd of December, 1805. His parents Joseph and 
Lucy Smith, were poor but godly people, his sire an honest tiller of thg 
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soil, and his associations and surroundings were of the humblest and most 
primitive character. He was the fourth of ten children, seven sons and 
three daughters. He had little schooling, could scarcely write his name, 
but was an earnest student of the Scriptures and a seeker after truth and 
light. 

His first great spiritual manifestation came while his mind was pro- 
foundly agitated upon the subject of his soul's salvation, as the result of a 
religious revival in and around the village of Manchester, Ontario (now 
Wayne) County, New York, to which place the family had removed when 
Joseph was about ten years aid. He was now fourteen, and it was the 
spring of 1820. Retiring to the solitude of the woods near his father’s 
home, the boy knelt in prayer, and besought the great Creator to show 
him which of all the contending sects of Christendom was the true church 
of God, in order that he might join it. His simple prayer was marvelously 
answered. A fierce struggle with the power of evil was succeeded by a 
glorious vision in which the Father and the Son, the first and second 
Persons of the Trinity, appeared to him and instructed him regarding his 
future course. He was told that none of the churches then extant upon 
the earth was the true one, that all had gone out of the way, teaching for 
doctrine the commandments of men, drawing near to the Lord with their 
lips while their hearts were far from Him, and that he was not to unite 
with any of them, but hold himself aloof and await further developments. 

He did as he was directed, but meantime, having told a friend—a 
Methodist minister—what he had seen and heard in the grove, he became, 
as the rumors of his vision spread, an object of the bitterest persecution. 
It's all of the devil; there are no such things in these days,” was the cold 
comfort meted out to bim by his ministerial friend. But others did not 
stop at that. They slandered the boy without mercy; he was shunned 
and ostracised by the pious and respectable, and his very life was actenngeee 
by the bullet of the ambushed assassin. 

THE GOLDEN PLATES. 

Three years passed. Young Joseph, still persecuted, still affirmed the 
truth of his marvelous story. One night—September 21, 1823,—having 
retired to rest, after pleading with the Lord for forgiveness of his sin; 
and a further manifestation of divine favor, he received another heavenly 
visitation; this time from an angel named Moroni, the last of à line 
of Prophets who had ministered to an ancient people called Nephites, in- 
habitants of pre-historic America. Moroni revealed to the boy prophet 
that the record of the Nephites, engraved upon plates of gold, and accom- 
panied by the Urim and Thummim—by means of which it might be trans- 
lated—was concealed in a hill, called by the ancients Cumorah, where he, 
Moroni, at the behest of his father Mormon, the compiler of the record, 
had hidden it fourteen centuries before. The hill, which was near to the 
village of Manchester, was shown to Joseph in vision. Thither he pro- 
ceeded, on the day following his interview with the angel, and obtained, 
by divine permission, his first view of the plates and the interpreters. 
They were deposited in a stone box, embedded in the earth near the sum- 
mit of the hill. There, on the 22nd of September; 1827, after four years of 
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probation and discipline to prepare him for the work assigned him, Joseph 
Smith reccived from the Angel Moroni the golden plates, with the Urim 
and Thummim, by means of which he translated and gave to the world 
the record known as the Book of Mormon. 

The plates were of uniform size, about eight inches in width, each one 
a little thinner than ordinary tin. They were bound together by three 
rings running through one of the edges, forming a book about six inches 
thick, one-third of which was sealed. This part was not to be opened; 
the time not having come for its contents to be known. The unsealed 
plates, which could be turned like the leaves of à book, and were covered, 
both sides, with strange characters, “small and beautifully engraved,” 
were free to be translated by means of the Urim and Thummim. These 
were two precious stones set in the rims of a silver bow, and fastened to 
an ancient breastplate. | 

THE TRANSLATION. 

The Prophet’s first assistant in the work of translation was Martin 
Harris, a farmer of Palmyra. In February, 1828, while on a visit to his 
young friend, at Harmony, Pennsylvania—where Joseph then resided at 
the home of his father-in-law, Isaac Hale—Martin was shown some of the 
characters, which Joseph informed him he had copied from the golden 
plates and translated. Martin received permission to take these charac- 
ters to the city of New York and submit them to the learned men of the 
metropolis. He showed them, according to his account, to Dr. Charles 
Anthon, of Columbia College, and to Dr. Mitchell, another scholar. Both 
stated that the translation was correct, and the characters, which were 
Egyptian, Chaldaic, Syriac and Arabic, true and genuine. Dr. Anthon 
gave the Palmyra farmer a certificate to that effect, but took it back and 
destroyed it on being told, to his incredulous amazement, that Joseph 
Smith had received the plates containing the original characters from an 
angel. Martin, convinced of the genuineness of Joseph’s claim, returned 
to Harmony, and began to act as his scribe in the work of translation. 

The reputed method of the task was as follows: The Prophet, scanning 
through the Urim and Thummim the golden pages, would see appear, in 
lieu of the mystical characters engraved thereon, their equivalent in 
English words. These he would repeat, and his scribe, separated from 
him by a veil or curtain, would write them down. A peculiarity of the 
process was that until the writing was correct in every particular, the 
words last given would remain before the eyes of the translator, and not 
disappear. But upon the necessary correction being made, they would 
pass away and be succeeded by others. In this manner the Book of Mor- 
mon was translated. | 

Joseph’s principal assistant in the work of converting the Nephite 
record into English was a young man named Oliver Cowdery, who came 
to him after an estrangement had taken place between him and his former 
scribe, through the latter’s disobedience, as a result cf which a portion of 
the translation—116 pages—was stolen. Oliver was a school teacher, who 
had heard of young Joseph and his remarkable claims while boarding in 
the family of his father, Joseph Smith, Sr., at Manchester. The Prophet's 
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first meeting with Oliver Cowdery was at Harmony, Pa., on’ the 5th of 
April, 1829. The latter’s volunteered services as a scribe and secretary | 
were gladly accepted, and the translation was now resumed and pushed 
rapidly to completion. : 

THE PRIESTHOOD RESTORED. 

On the 15th of May, 1829, Joseph and Oliver were ordained to the Aaronic 
Priesthood by an angel of God, John the Baptist, who appeared to them 
while they were praying in the woods concerning baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins, a doctrine they had found mentioned in the translation of 
the plates, but which was then almost obsolete in Christendom. Placing . 
his hands upon their heads, the angel said, “Upon you, my fellow ser- 
vants, in the name of Messiah, I confer, the Priesthood of Aaron, which 
holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the Gospel of repent- 
ance, and of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; and this 
shall never again be taken from the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer 
again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness.” This Priesthood, they 
were told, empowered them to baptize, but not to bestow the Holy Ghost 
by the laying on of hands. That could only be done by the authority of 
the Melchisedek Priesthood, the keys of which were held by the Apostles 
Peter, James and John, under whose direction he, John the Baptist, was 
acting. The Higher Priesthood, however, would in due time be conferred 
upon them. They were directed to baptize each other by immersion and 
re-ordain each other to the Aaronic Priesthood. These instructions they 
carefully obeyed. Soon afterwards the Melcisedek Priesthood was con- 
ferred upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery by Peter, James and John. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | ' 


** 


THE RISE OF “BABYLON.” 


WIEN ANpD How Was THE Great Apostasy ACCOMPLISHED ? 


BY J. M. SJODAHL. 


[Concluded from page 391. 

Havine seen how the foundations for apostasy were laid almost con- 
temporaneous with the rise of the Church, and having seen also that after 
the Apostolic age there was but little power in the Church to stem the 
tide of error, we may proceed to consider the great council, or conference, 
held at Nice in the year 325. This marks an epoch in ecclesiastical history 
—a mile-stone on the road to apostasy. 

To understand the situation it is necessary to remember the condition 
of the Roman empire at that time. 

About the year 313 Constantine ruled in the west and Licinius in the 
east. Constantine’s sister Constantia was married to Licinius for political 
reasons, but this union failed to unite the east and the west. Constantine 
commenced a war against his brother-in-law, in order to gain sole control 
of theempire. Licinius was defeated and banished and finally assassinated. 
Crispus, Constantine’s son, was also murdered, and both crimes have been 
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charged to the emperor, who would suffer no actual or possible rivals to 
live. 

As soon as Constantine became sole ruler, he gave to the Christians 
many privileges of which they had been deprived. He was a pagan 
himself, but he wisely calculated that the unity of the empire, accom- 
plished by bloodshed, would most safely rest on the fidelity of the Chris- 
tians. In pursuance of this policy Christians were given equal rights 
with the pagans. 

But in looking over the field the anomaly met his eye, that the Christ- 
ians themselves were terribly disunited at this time. Were he to use the 
Christian religion for political purposes—this he clearly saw—its professors 
must be united. And for this reason the pagan emperor called the council 
of Nice. His idea was that when the Christians had been united it would 
be comparatively easy to weld together paganism and Christianity and 
thus have a religious basis for the unity of the empire. 

The strife that divided Christendom at this time was the so-called Arian 
heresy. Arius, a talented church official of Alexandria, taught that as a 
father necessarily is older than his son, there must have been a time 
when the second Person of the Godhead did not exist. It was this doc- 
trine the council was expected to deal with. 

At the command of the emperor and at his expense, over 300 of the 
leading bishops and 1,200 clericals of lower grade gathered in Nice. 
Constantine was present. Arius was there with a larger number of 
friends. A young deacon of Alexandria, Athanasius, was also there, and 
he soon became the chief opponent of Arius. 

The creed formulated at this council is as follows: 

“We believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of all things both 
visible and invisible; and in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, be- 
gotten of the Father, only begotten, that is to say, of the substance of the 
Father, God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made, both things in heaven and things on earth, who for us men and for 
our salvation, came down and was made flesh, made man, suffered and 
rose again on the third day, went up into the heavens, and is to come 
again to judge the living and the dead; and in the Holy Ghost.” 

To this statement of faith was added the following curse: 

“The holy Catholic church anathematizes those who say that there was a 
time when the Son of God was not, and that before He was begotten He 
was not, and that He was made out of nothing, or out of another substance 
or essence, and is created, or changeable, or alterable.” 

The creed and the curse were submitted to the emperor, and he at once 
approved them both, and declared A. a heresy. Arius and his 
friends were banished. 

Later Arius submitted a creed which n also pronounced 
orthodox, but when the bishops still refused to fellowship him he was 
induced to sign the Nicene creed, whereupon the emperor commanded 
Athanasius to admit him to fellowship. Arius, however, died suddenly, 
perhaps, by poison, and the imperial command was not complied with. 
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It will be.seen from all this, that in the year 325 the church had come to 
this that its representatives gathered in ecclesiastical conference at the 
bidding of a pagan emperor; that they submitted its creeds to the 
approval of the pontiff of pagan Rome; at whose decree heresy became 
an offense against the State. In other words, the Church formally sur- 
rendered, there and then, its power and privileges into the hands of the 
chief representative of pagan Rome. That Constantine was baptized 
shortly before his death, does not alter the fact. The surrender had been 
made before. If this was not an act of treason to the divine Lord of the 
Church—if it was not apostasy, we fail to comprehend the meaning of 
those words. No wonder that the emperor, in the language of Rev. Philip 
Schaff, “stood there among the 318 bishops, tall, clad in purple and jewels, 
with his peculiarly haughty and sombre wien, and felt disgusted at these 
coarse and cringing creatures, who one moment scrambled sportively 
around him to catch up a bit of his munificence, and the next flew madly 
into each other’s faces for some incomprehensible mystery.” 

The council of Nice marks indisputably the first formal and openly 
visible act of abdication on the part of the Priesthood in favor of the 
imperial power. Up to this time the mystery of iniquity had been at 
work more or less in secret. True, the apostasy was not yet completed 
all over the Christian world. But from this time on the darkness spread 
rapidly, and finally the “child” was taken up to the throne of God and 
the “woman” arrayed in light found her only place of safety in the 
“wilderness.” 


The history of this period is of immense importance, for not only does 
it prove the fulfillment to the letter of the prophetic word of God, but it 
points out some of the dangers to be avoided in every age. Well may we, 
with thejbeloved Apostle, view the rise of “Babylon” with great astonish- 
ment. But greater stil] is the reverent gratitude with which we contem- 
plate the restoration, in this age, of the true Church. May we all prove 
faithful to our sacred trust. 


Sprep or AN EarTHQuAKE.—The course which an earthquake runs is 
usually very rapid. From the instant when the first shock was felt at 
Lisbon to the period when all was over, and many thousands of people 
killed, not more than two minutes had elapsed. Usually from ten to 
thirty seconds elapse between the first and last shocks of severe earth - 
quake. But this lightning speed is not always the earthquake mode of 
travelling. While Caracas, in Venezuela, was almost totally destroyed 
and 12,000 people were killed in less than twenty seconds by the great 
shock there many years back, there are cases in which constantly recurring 
shocks have lasted for weeks. No matter how brief the span, the most 
frightful havoc can be wrought, and the wave of destruction propagated 
from the most distant regions. The rumbling earth-sound travels at the 
rate of about 10,000 to 11,000 feet per second, and the earth wave, on an 
average, about 1,200 feet in the same space of time. 


* * 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1899. 


TRUE CHRISTIANITY. 


A TRUE Christian spirit certainly possessed the pastor of a church in 
Bradley County, Tennessee, who kindly opened his church for the Elders 
and anuounced their meeting to his congregation as follows: 

“We have with us to-day two representatives of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, or ‘Mormons,’ as they are called, who will 
hold a meeting here to-night. Let us come out and give them a respectful 
hearing. Under the Stars and Stripes, free religious thought and speech 
is guaranteed to every American citizen. That principle of religious 
liberty was conceived in the bosoms of our Puritan fathers across the 
Atlantic and born and cradled in American soil. 

“These brethren are here with us to teach us the faith, and if I have 
wrong impressions upon their faith, which perhaps I have, I want them 
removed! This little narrow-contracted, bigoted spirit that keeps us 
from hearing both sides of a question or judging before we have heard 
both sides is unchristian; yes, it is too contemptible for a sane man to 
possess—utterly too contemptible! Now, I am coming out to hear these 
brethren. We live in a land full of Bibles, and we can reserve the right 
to compare their doctrine with our Bibles, and if we find their teachings 
to conflict with the Word of God, we have the right to reject it. Come 
out, then, and let us treat these brethren as we would like their people to 
treat our ministers. Give them a hearing; give them a good full house.” 

We will waive the Golden Rule—“ Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you do ye even so to them”—and be content to accept what has been 
called the Silver Rule Whatsoever men do to you, do you even so to them” 
—that is if others will treat our Elders as we treat Ministers of other demon- 
inations who visit us in Utah and in other places where our people are 
located, we shall have no reason to complain. Reputable representa- 
tives of any faith are welcome to speak in the meeting houses of the Latter- 
day Saints. It is only lately that Dr. Watson (Ian McLaren) of Liverpool 
occupied the Assembly Hall in Salt Lake City, and Rev. Mr. Moody the 
large Tabernacle; Gen. Booth of Salvation Army fame was accorded that 
same courtesy. 

Lately the Tabernacle has been occupied by Father Younan who gave a 
series of discourses on different phases of the Catholic faith. This is in 
marked contrast to the treatment accorded the Latter-Day Saint Elders 
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in some parts of England, where they are refused puplic halls even when 
the accustomed rental is offered. 
A. W. 


Tue Bristol Mercury of the 23rd inst., gives an account of the mobbing 
to which several of our Elders were subjected recently. The report mani- 
fests a spirit of fairness by introducing the account as follows: 

“All law abiding citizens, and indeed everybody who has the slightest 
respect for the principle of fair play, will regret to learn that a brutal and 
most unjustifiable attack was made upon Elder James and three other 
Elders of the Religous body of Latter-Day Saints last night on their way 
from a service at Totterdown.” 


A New Lapy Missionary.—We are informed by letter from Elder and 
and Sister Chester F. Campbell that a young lady-missionary arrived at 
their lodgings in Uttoxeter on June 21, from the unseen world. President 
Ruff says she comes without a certificate, but we fail to see why she needs 
one, being a native born missionary. 

The numerous friends of the Campbells will be pleased to hear that all 
parties concerned are progressing nicely. Congratulations! 


BxLATED.— The forms of the Star were made up when the minutes of the 
Birmingham Conference arrived, consequently they had to be curtailed, 
and comments on the spirit of the occasion, on the excellent singing under 
Brother Salt's lead, and also President Ash’s thanks to all who helped to 
make the Conference a success, were very reluctantly crowded out, which 
was regretable. 


Tue Anchor Line s.s. Ethiopia, which sailed from Glasgow June 10, 1899, 
with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New 
York on the 21st. | 

Also the City of Rome which sailed on June 17 landed on the 26th, with 
all well. 


Cuancep.—Elder Abraham Evans of the Sheffield Conference has been 
transferred to labor in Wales. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


By letter from President McMurrin of June 23, we learn that the spirit 
of persecution is still abroad in the Bristol Conference. He writes as 
follows: 

“I arrived in this city from Birmingham on Thursday night, and found 
the brethren at the Conference House in good health. Upon going in the 
house I found a meeting in progress, and was soon informed that there 
were five baptisms to perform that evening. 

“Last night in company with President James and Elders Gough and 
Haddock, I went out to a suburb of Bristol known as Totterdown, and 
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held an out-door meeting. Some of the old enemies of our cause were on 
hand and exhibited their animosity, but not sufficiently to break up our 
meeting, but it was plain to be seen from their countenances that they were 
not in possession of that Spirit, the fruits of which are ‘love, joy and 
peace. We had a good hearing notwithstanding the, opposition of these 
people, and some good was accomplished if it were nothing more than 
getting the truth before a few of our fellow-men; but when we walked 
away a crowd of young persons, which increased in numbers the farther 
we went, followed hooting and yelling, and throwing at us mud, old boots, 
chair-legs, rocks, sticks, onions and potatoes, in fact, everything they could 
lay their hands upon. I thought I was quite fortunate when so many 
missiles passed by me harmlessly, but suddenly a handful of mud found 
lodgment on my neck and ear, and I remembered the saying, ‘Let bim 
that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.“ I am glad to say none of us 
were hurt. President James has the spirit of his calling and is a fearless 
advocate of the cause of truth; I could but admire his action last 
night in remaining behind in order to draw the crowd, and the mud and 
missiles from his brethren, but I could not go on under those circum- 
stances. I am no better than my brethren, and expect to share with them 
in all their sorrows as well as their joys. Our beloved D. H. Wells, when 
called to face a prison cell, said that it was interwoven in his nature never 
to desert a friend, his religion, or his God. I should consider myself 
greatly blest could I manifest in my life the same spirit. 

“My clothes showed the results of the onslaught, but President James 
received a great deal more than the rest of us, his silk hat, face and coat 
were pretty well covered with mud. I felt in my heart to rejoice at this 
outburst of the evil Spirit, I really felt the calm sweet influence of the 
Holy Ghost as I reflected upon this scene, and a voice said, ‘Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.’ 

“We went to another place called the Horse Fair and held an out-door 
meeting this evening, and while there were some disputants whose hearts 
were stirred to anger by the proclamation of truth, and who interrupted 
us occasionally, yet we had an intelligent audience and close attention. 
At the close a few followed shouting ‘Mormons,’ but nothing serious 
occurred. 

“The Elders in this Conference are all faithful workers and are willing 
to follow their leader, and I suggest that all the Elders and Saints in other 
Conferences remember those of Bristol, especially in their prayers.” 


Exper J. W. Lesveur thus writes from Jersey, Channel Islands, having 
lately arrived in that field: 

“There are four Saints here who have been in the Church from twenty 
to forty-five years. They seem to be faithful to the covenants they have 
made. They all have strong testimonies and are doing all they can to 
further the work. Three of them are over sixty-five, and not in the 
best of health. As they are all women it is rather uphill work for a 
lone missionary to do much in a place of such dislike for Mormonism. 
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There were four missionaries here a year ago but, from reports, I under- 
stand they could do but little. 

„J have made a great many friends since coming here, and have had 
some Gospel conversations with a few. Not having a companion and ex- 
pecting one right away after the Bristol Conference, I have spent part of 
my time getting genealogy, and so far succeeded in getting names of my 
forefathers for six generations back. 

“Most of the people here speak both English and French. The upper 
and the very lowest of the people talk French mainly, while the middle 
class speak English. This is a beautiful place and a great resort from 
both France and England. It is only seven miles to France while it is 
about 100 to England. 

“It is my opinion that a good work can be done here, if we can hold 
plenty of out-door meetings. It seems impossible to get a hall, and I am 
now holding cottage meetings on Sundays. A few strangers come. 

“What I need is a good Elder who can sing well, then I am confident we 
can do a fine work in warning the people, if we do not convince them of 
the truth. 

“My desire is to do what I can here with the help of the Lord, but I 
never felt weaker in my life. I ask the Lord’s blessings upon you, and 
hope I shall soon get a good companion.” , 


Presipext E. P. OrpHam of the Sheffield Conference, writes in good 
spirits, as follows: 


“TI returned from a visit to Grimsby and Doncaster the other day, and 
found prospects quite bright. In Grimsby we baptized three. The attend- 
ance at meetings there still continues large, on the evening of the 21st 
about seventy-five were in attendance. A good united spirit exists among 
the Elders, and a hospitable, loving, faithful, spirit among the Saints. By 
the help of the Lord we hope that Grimsby can be made one of the best 
branches in the mission in à short time. A harmonium has been purchased, 
the organization of a Sunday school is being pushed, and regular cottage, 
hall and open-air meetings are being held, also a Bible class weekly. 

“At Doncaster we have a small branch of Saints who need laboring 
amongst, but for the last six months, owing to the dearth of Elders, they 
have had none there to labor, only as we have visited them weekly to hold 
meetings. I am impressed that a couple of Elders in that locality again 
will do much good, by uniting the flock and reviving the fainting faith 
of some. 

“T will take the liberty of suggesting that we need mostly at present, 
men who have had a little experience at home in the Gospel, and who are 
middle-aged. We have a lot of fine zealous young men, but they need 
some experienced ones to hold them steady, and teach them practical 
religion and work. 

“T am quite gratified with the prospects. Although we don’t have many 
baptisms in sight, we are trying to warn the people in as angus . 
atic and thorough a way as possible.“ 


— — — — — —— — — — — — — — — 
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Etpers J. E. Joxxs and Edward Thomas of the Welsh Conference, write 
as follows: 

“On the 23rd of June we visited Cefn, near Merthyr, cemetery, for the 
purpose of viewing the last resting place of Brother Abel Evans, who 
gave his life for the Gospel of Christ, while filling a mission in his native 
country. We found the grave in a dilapidated condition, completely hid 
with grass, the stones moved and monument leaning. We pulled the grass, 
replaced the stones, straightened the monument, and by working hard we 
left the grave looking much better. Brother Evans died November 30, 
1866. He was born June 24, 1813.” 


— — — — — -- — — — —ũ—ä— 


JOTTINGS BY THE WAY. 


Two weeks of sunshine since the Glasgow Conference (May 28th) 
wrought a wonderful change on the general Jandscape, as we found when 
en route to the Liverpool Conference, which was held at Accrington, June 
llth. Being unable owing to the presence of other duties to visit the 
Irish Conference held in Belfast the previous Sunday, we were delighted 
to meet with Elders McMurrin and Wootton, and hear from them of the 
fine time they had with the brethren and the Saints, and the Conference 
as a whole. 

Having been provided with transportation their return was made via 
Glasgow, Sterling, the Trossacks, Edinburgh, and the famous Forth Bridge, 
and so to Accrington, where a good Conference was held, also a Priesthood 
meeting and the lecture in Haslingden, which were all very successful and 
satisfactory to President Merrill, the Elders, the Saints, and some quite 
earnest investigators. 

Among interesting items of the Conference was the baptism and con- 
firmation of an intelligent young German lady, she being the second one 
of her nation, who of late has received the Gospel during their absence 
from home, in this land; the other one was in Glasgow. In Newcastle a 
visitor from Scandinavia was baptized also. Verily strange things and 
methods bring some into the fold of Christ, and if we had power to reach 
the Saints of their nationality in Utah, we should feel like inviting them 
to assist these three sisters to gather from the midst of strangers and un- 
limited temptation. 

Fine weather and time led us to notice our surroundings as we flew 
back by express to Liverpool. Great fields of rhubarb, sombre in color, were 
relieved by other fields of yellow mustard now in glaring bloom, then a 
dun meadow of Timothy was browning in the sun, and ere we could com- 
ment, the glow of red top fields were waving or shaded by a passing cloud. 
Newly white-washed farmhouses and appointments glistened in demon- 
strative contrast; the wild crab blossomed in the hedge-rows, white and 
purple lilac in the gardens and from sheltered nooks came the perfume of 
the early wood-bine; ox-eye daisies were rank on the hillsides, and the 
giant buttercup by running waters; kitchen garden lots were as clean and 
productive as unwonted care and sun could make them, and so while 
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watching, Aintree, Kirkdale and Liverpool came into view, and we were once 
more at 42.“ 

After a few hours attention to accumulated business, a summons from 
Bristol took away our breath, for nearly two hundred miles must be made 
before bed-time, and a rest was needed. We sped along past Runcorn, 
Crewe, Stafford and turned into Herefordshire then into Wales; surely no 
fairer country ever “kissed the sun,” great orchards flanked the railroad, 


quiet farms and ricks of hay or grain, well thatched, passed one by one, 


great herds of stock lolled in the teeming pastures, whitewashed stems of 
orchard trees told of preventive thought. The beautiful rounded hills of 
Wales, were hazy in the distance. In the barren railroad cuts, the yellow 
broom and the purple fox-glove were in full bloom. Valleys, “lovely as a 
dream,” stretched out like Eden. Where, in springtime, floods submerged 
village and farms, now verdure was rank and lush, but even rapt as we 
were in the scenery and its accessories, we rushed into the Severn tunnel 
and Bristol was our terminus. There was none to greet us, but memory 
came to our relief and we entered 42 Easton Road to find the M. I. class 
in session, with a room well filled. When the exercises were closed a few 
minutes review of the situation was made, remarking that the class was, 
in the main, composed of young ladies, it was pointed out that associa- 
tion, and companionship was perforce denied, and that this sacrifice 
needed unusual faith and unalleged devotion to truth, if membership and 
persistence was to be the end. 

Next day (Wednesday) President James arrived in time for the promised 
interview with Mr. Lewis, Editor of the Bristol Mercury. We had an 
agreeable chat with him, free questions and free answers, which, with sug- 
gestive comments, were kindly reproduced in that influential paper of the 
17th inst. The spirit of fairness was transparent, and surely must be a 
powerful set off against that mobocratic spirit which made all anxious for 
the peace and success of the Conference on June 25th. 

It surely was a rare thing to find one so kindly and decidedly interested, 
not out of any sympathy for the Elders or the things they teach (for 
theology was ignored), but purely from that love of fair play and justice 
which all honorable and intelligent men feel, when fairly tested by inter- 
change of ideas and personal association. 

Having accomplished all we wished and, by the blessing of the Lord, 
more than was ever expected, we left at 6:30 a m. for Birmingham and 
Conference. A light heart and grateful feelings were our companions, 
and all things seemed to reflect ourselves and God. The morning was 
clear; our train, an excursion, after reaching Gloucester, ran without stop- 
ping to its destination. En route we saw the first hay-ticid of the season, 
and enjoyed the perfume thereof; pea fields were in bloom, wheat in the 
boot, beans just showing their flower, and a faint fragrance, lacking a week 
of fullness, stole into the fleeing train. June roses were here and there, 
—the first of the season—and o’er rural homes they climbed to cover porch 
and roof; the scarlet poppy flaunted itself by hawthorn hedge-rows, now 
tipped with bronze as the new growth blessed the sun; wild blackberries 
were in bloom, the wild dog - rose was in every corner, and vetches were all 
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abloom; nature’s hair was surely combed, and the wild, untamed had 
vanished after generations of toil and culture. Here and there on an 
eminence or in a quiet village loomed the tower or spire, where the simple 
worshippers gather, uncontaminated if satisfied with life. 

At Summer Lane we found hearty welcome from President Ash and the 
Elders who had come in for Conference. Later Presidents McMurrin and 
Ruff arrived, also Elder Frisby from Leeds, and on Sunday morning when 
the choir led off in that grand Hebraic hymn by Apostle Parley F. Pratt, 
“The morning breaks,” surely we felt as if that were indeed “the house 
of God and the very gate of heaven,” and that the ringing prophecy 
“The dawning of a brighter day, majestic rises o’er the world,” had been 
grandly and worthily fulfilled. This was the key note of the Conference. 
The speaking was spirited, the influence, heavenly conviction, and testi- 
mony seemed to hold the people spellbound, and when the services closed 
the Elders, Saints and strangers, agreed that it was indeed good to be there. 

The Priesthood meeting and evening’s entertainment were a fitting 
Jinale to a glorious Conference, and if President Ash and his associate 
Elders were not satisfied and blessed, then indeed are they difficult to 
please. 

The hospitable homes of the Saints were taxed to the uttermost, and 
nearly fifty visitors found welcome at the Conference house. We enjoyed 
the hospitality of Brother and Sister Oakes, Brother and Sister Cook, and 
the loving family of our whole-souled friend Mr. White. With the latter 
we felt at home, meantime regretting that our stay was too limited to 
visit with many of the Saints. The singing led by Brother Salt is always 
a treat, and we find this is ever a great adjunct in making the Birmingham 
Conferences the success they have always been. Waiting duties in Liver- 
pool prevented longer pleasant association, and at this writing our visit 
to Bristol may be undesirably deferred, though President McMurrin is no 
doubt already there, and conning the situation preparatory to a change. 

N. 


— — — — — — — - — -- — — 


BRISTOL CONFERENCE. 


THE Semi-Annual Conference of the Bristol district of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was held at St. James’ Hall, Cumberland 
Street, Bristol, Sunday, June 25, 1899. President H. L. James presiding. 

There were present: Of the Presidency of the European Mission, 
Elders James L. McMurrin and H. W. Naisbitt; Elders S. T. Clarke, C. H. 
Davies, Elias Davis and Wm. E. Morse of the Welsh Conference; Seth 
Pixton and H. B. Smith of the Birmingham Conference, and all the Trav- 
eling Elders of the Bristol Conference except Elder Jas. W. Lesueur who 
is laboring on the Channel Islands. 

At 10:30 a.m. meeting was called to order by President H. L. James. 
Choir sang, “The morning breaks the shadows flee.” Opening prayer 
was offered by Elder J. C. Webb. Singing, “What was witnessed in the 


| 

| — — 

* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 415. 


heavens.” The Sacrament was administered by Elders T. W. Dimond and 
G. Fred Wright. 

President H. L. James delivered a brief address of welcome, after which 
Elder H. B. Smith and H. W. Naisbitt addressed the congregation. The 
choir sang, “How firm a foundation.” Benediction by Elder A. P. Bal- 
linger. 

2:30 p.m. Opened by singing, “High on the mountain top.” Prayer by 
Elder Wm. E. Morse. The choir sang, “Inspirer of the Ancient Seers.” 

The general authorities of the Church, and Presidency of the European 
Mission, were presented and unanimously sustained. Elder H. L. James 
was sustained as President of the Bristol Conference and T. W. Dimond 
as Clerk, with the Traveling Elders to labor in the Conference as follows: 
Stroud and Cheltenham districts, Elders A. P. Ballinger, Geo. A. Mills, 
T. W. Nicholls, T. G. Ralph and Geo. Glover; Channel Islands, J. W. 
Lesueur and E. W. Doney; Bristol City, Thos. W. Dimond, Jos. E. Ward 
and L. J. Haddock; Bedminster District, J. C. Webb and W. J. Gough; 
Horfield district, G. Fred Wright and E. G. Gardner. 

The following statistical report for the past five months ending May 31, 
was read: Number of branches, 3. Missionaries from Zion—Seventies, 14. 
Local Priesthood—Elders, 6; Priests, I; Deacons, 4; members, 89; total 
officers and members, 100; children under eight years of age, 11; total 
nuwber of souls, 111. Baptized—new members, 10; children of members, 
3. Emigrated—over eight years of age, 10. Strangers’ houses visited—in 
tracting, with first tract only, 4,962; by first invitation, 161; by re-invita- 
tion, 452. Gospel conversations, 1,593. Tracts distributed—from door to 
door, 16,083; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 8,016. Books distrib- 
uted—sold, 11; loaned, 115; given away, 140. Meetings held—hall, 92; 
cottage, 43; out-door, 8; Sunday school sessions, 12; M. I. A. meetings, 32; 
Bible classes, 31; Priesthood meetings, 13. New subscribers for Star, 15. 

The remainder of the time was taken up by Elder G. F. Wright and 
President James L. McMurrin. 

The choir sang, “God moves in a mysterious way.” Benediction by 
President H. L. James. 

6:30 p.w. The services opened by the choir singing, “Lo! the mighty 
God appearing.” Prayer by Elder A. P. Ballinger. Choir sang, “We 

hank thee O God for a prophet.” 

President Naisbitt delivered a comprehensive discourse upon the revolu- 
tion that had taken place in art and sciences, and showed how light had 
come into the world in temporal matters as well as spiritual with the res- 
toration of the Gospel. 

President James L. MeMurrin followed with a brief discourse upon the 
restoration of the Gospel. 

The choir and congregation sang, “O my Father.” Benediction by Pres- 
ident Henry W. Naisbitt. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at 42 Easton Road on Monday, at 10:30 
a. m., when the Elders reported their labors, and received many valuable 
instructions and counsel from the presidency. | 

Our Conference has been a grand success. The weather was beautiful, 


